t>^                                           rOETCGUESE  IX   INDIA.

CHAP,    set sail from Anjediva for Melinde,  where they arrived

^      1,. on the 8th January, 1499.

A.D.         As soon as the vessels reached this port, the King ca-^ie

1499. down to the beach, personally greeting the captains on
their landing, and taking them away with him to his palace.
They then related to the King all that had happened to
them since they were last at Melinde, and requested that
they might be permitted to take the two pilots with them
to Lisbon, with the view of teaching them how to sail
down that coast of Africa, and oil their return they would
be able to relate to His Majesty all they would see of the
greatness and wealth of Portugal. This request pleased
the King, and he accordingly gave it his ready acquies-
cence ; also, before leaving, he gave to Paulo da Gama a
letter to the King of Portugal, written on a leaf of gold,
similar to the one which had been given by the King of
Cananor, together with presents consisting of gold, silver,
and ivory ornaments, besides jewellery for the Queen.
After the exchange of many costly presents betweep^
the King and the captains, Vasco da Gama sailed from
Melinde on the 20th of January, 1499, taking with him
to Portugal on board his ship an Ambassador from the
King of Melinde.

The vessels enjoyed a good run and fair weather,
putting in nowhere until they arrived at the Azores,
and anchored in the port of Angra, at the island of
Terceira. The vessels were now leaking very considerably,
and it needed constant work at the pumps to keep them
afloat. Whilst here, Paulo da Garna, who had been
ailing ever since passing the Cape, died, as did also many
of the crew who were sick. Paulo da Gama was buried
on the island, in the monastery of S. Francisco.

As sooii as the ships arrived at Terceira, many
started for Lisbon to take the news of their return to
King, hoping to obtain great   favours as  a  rewar
bringing tljie glad tidings.     After the vessels had
refitted, and fresh crews taken on board, they df